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Lesson 15 
JULY 6, 2005   

WEDNESDAY EVENING 

Acts 1:1-8  
1 The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that 
Jesus began to do and teach,  
2 until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He 
had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom 
He had chosen.  
3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His 
suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
over a period of forty days and speaking of the things 
concerning the kingdom of God.  
4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had 
promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me;  
5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  
6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, 
saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the 
kingdom to Israel?"  
7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or 
epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;  
8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth."  
John 14:12  
12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the 
works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than 
these he will do; because I go to the Father.  
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             God uses the word, the seed, and the miracle, to 
work miracles among His people, through the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit’s work in us is with a 
view to bringing us under the present day ministry of Je-
sus, in order to prepare and send us, just as Jesus was 
sent.   “So Jesus said to them again, ‘as the Father has 
sent Me, I also send you’” (John 20:21).  “And Jesus 
came up and spoke to them saying, ‘All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth’” (Matthew 
28:18).  “You are witnesses of these things” (Luke 24:48).  
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           However, we need a sufficient foundation for 
working the works of Jesus.  Therefore, it is essential 
for us to consider God’s way of helping disciples wit-
ness to doing His works:  For, without such a witness, 
without such a conviction deep within, we lack the 
strength needed, in the inner man, for such a walk of 
faith.  Therefore, let’s turn our attention to the divine 
witness necessary for working greater works. 
 

Therefore, since we have so great  
a cloud of witnesses surrounding us,  

let us also lay aside every encumbrance  
and the sin which so easily entangles us,  

and let us run with endurance the race  
that is set before us,   Hebrews 12:1  

 
             The cloud of witnesses were people who lived in 
this world but they were not of this world.  They were 
men and women of faith who were described as “...men 
of whom the world was not worthy…” (Hebrews 11:38).  
There inner strength came from an inner witness that 
caused them to stand firm in their faith, even against 
impossible odds.  It is the kind of inner strength that 
comes from an inner witness, that will enable us to see 
the unseen and work the works of Jesus. 

The one who believes in the Son of God  
has the testimony in himself;  

the one who does not believe God  
has made Him a liar,  

because he has not believed in the testimony  
that God has given concerning His Son.  
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∗ THE TESTIMONY OF THE GOD     1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-2,5 
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