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The Message 
 

CLOTHE YOURSELF IN YOUR STRENGTH 
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CLOTHE YOURSELF IN YOUR STRENGTH 
Lesson 16 
JULY 7, 2005   

THURSDAY EVENING 

Proverbs 4:20-27  
20 My son, give attention to my words;  
Incline your ear to my sayings.  
21 Do not let them depart from your sight;  
Keep them in the midst of your heart.  
22 For they are life to those who find them  
And health to all their body.  
23 Watch over your heart with all diligence,  
For from it flow the springs of life.  
24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth  
And put devious speech far from you.  
25 Let your eyes look directly ahead  
And let your gaze be fixed straight in front of you.  
26 Watch the path of your feet  
And all your ways will be established.  
27 Do not turn to the right nor to the left;  
Turn your foot from evil.  
Isaiah 52:1-2 (NASB)  
1 Awake, awake, Clothe yourself in your strength, O Zion; 
Clothe yourself in your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, 
the holy city; For the uncircumcised and the unclean Will 
no longer come into you.  
2 Shake yourself from the dust, rise up, O captive 
Jerusalem; Loose yourself from the chains around your 
neck, O captive daughter of Zion.  
1 John 5:21  
21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols.  
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             Every disciple is involved with spiritual warfare:  
Whether we perceive it or not, we all struggle against en-
emy forces, demons, that are determined to draw us 
away from the faith, although they may appear as noth-
ing more than a series of thoughts to be considered.  
“But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will 
fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spir-
its and doctrines of demons (1 Timothy 4:1).  We must re-
sist the  enemy of our souls—the evil one, who wants to 
eat his word, act on his lies, and be drawn into the quick-
sand of circumstance with no miracle to work. 

CLOTHE YOURSELF IN YOUR STRENGTH 
             

Therefore, since we have so great  
a cloud of witnesses surrounding us,  

let us also lay aside every encumbrance  
and the sin which so easily entangles us,  

and let us run with endurance the race  
that is set before us,   Hebrews 12:1  

 
             The cloud of witnesses were people who lived in 
this world but they were not of this world.  They were 
men and women of faith who were described as “...men 
of whom the world was not worthy…” (Hebrews 11:38).  
Their inner strength came from an inner witness that 
caused them to stand firm in their faith, even against 
impossible odds.  The inner strength that we need 
comes from an inner witness;  a witness of the union 
between us and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
           Through faith in the word, the seed, and the mira-
cle (provision granted through God’s favor), we can 
clothe ourselves with our true strength—the Living God 
who takes on our battles for us—the Lord who hears 
the call of the righteous (those who hate the evil way 
through Him)—the Lord who surrounds His people.   

Psalms 5:1-4  
1 Give ear to my words, O LORD, Consider my groaning.  
2 Heed the sound of my cry for help, my King and my God, 
For to You I pray.  
3 In the morning, O LORD, You will hear my voice; In the 
morning I will order my prayer to You and eagerly watch.  
4 For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; 
No evil dwells with You.  
Psalms 5:11-12  
11 But let all who take refuge in You be glad, Let them ever 
sing for joy; And may You shelter them, That those who 
love Your name may exult in You.  
12 For it is You who blesses the righteous man, O LORD, 
You surround him with favor as with a shield.  


